
 

LTK Column 3 Comments– highlighted is what student gives. 

              fszl* Double f, s, z, l at the end of a word after a single vowel. (cuff, pass, 
fizz, fell) Can use ‘Sam Likes Fried Zebras’ as a cue. 

sh Unvoiced. Goes on forever. 

ay First choice for long a at the end of a word. 

-ck Unvoiced. After a short vowel. 

ee  no rule 

ch Unvoiced. At this point, teach only the sound heard in chip. 

qu Voiced. Clip it. Q always has u after it in English words. 

or Teach only the sound heard in ‘born’. Do not teach /er/, the sound 
heard in ‘sponsor’ at this time. 

2 letter beginning 
blends* 

Teach s blends first (sm, sn, sp, sw, sc, st), then l blends (bl, cl, fl, pl, 
gl, sl), then r blends (fr, cr, tr, pr, br, dr, gr). Teach tw- and dw- 

anytime.  
-ing  / -ang 
-ong / -ung no rule 

all no rule 

th Voiced (that) and unvoiced (thick). Teach both. No rule. 

oy Usually at the end of a word. 
-ink/-ank 
-onk/-unk no rule 

end blends* -st, -nd, -lt, -mp, -nt, -sp, -sk, -ft, -lk, -ct 

y as ( ī ) Usually at the end of a short word. (spy) 

ar Teach only the sound heard in ‘star’. Do not teach the /er/ sound 
heard in ‘dollar’ at this time. 

wh Voiced. Clip it. 

oo 
2 sounds as in ‘schoolbook’. Usually in the middle of a word. The 

sound in ‘book’ is easily confused with short u so be careful. Can be 
taught at different times. Don’t have to be taught together. 

a-e / i-e 
o-e / u-e 
e-e / y-e 

Can be taught one at a time if needed. Have the student put a 
consonant in the middle during sound pack drill. The u-e will have 2 
sounds: ū (mute) and /oo/ (flute). The y-e says ī (type). So student 
may say ate, ete, ite, ote, ute/oote, yte or ame, eme, ime, ome, 

ume/oome, yme. 
er First choice at the end of a word, but sometimes middle.  



 

ow 2 sounds as in ‘snowplow’. Found at the end of a word OR before n 
or l. The 2 sounds can be taught separately. 

Contractions* Show the 2 words that make up the contraction, cross out the letters 
that get dropped, explain that that’s where the apostrophe goes. 

  
There is no 
card in the 
LTK for the 
items with * 

 


